ee 
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A POLICY FOR'——Beyond 


THE P.P.U. ? 


ay LEXANDER MILLER has written 
“a pamphlet, The Irrelevance of 
Pure Pacifism, in the conviction “that 
the organized pacifist movement must 
either accept the necessity of radical 
transformation or go down into well- 
deserved extinction.” We mistrust 
these hard and fast dilemmas. Nor 
can we help remarking that the same 
dilemma might be applied to British 
society as a whole at the present 
moment. If the worst were to hap- 
pen in this war Britain would not be 
extinguished: forms would change, 
but a vital essence would remain, 
purged by defeat. And that is equally 
true of the pacifist movement. Some 
would say that the Peace Pledge 
Union was defeated by the outbreak 
of war. Perhaps it was: but the de- 
feat was necessary. It was a purg- 
ing of illusion. And, to our mind, the 
purgation was necessary in order that 
the movement should begin to grow 
with a true life of its own. 

In this sense, the organized pacifist 
movement has already—even months 
ugo—experienced the necessity of 
radical transformation. That neces- 
sity presses on it day by day, and is 
day by day fulfilled. Community, ser- 
vice, agriculture—these are three 
major forms of pacifist activity today 
which were contemplated only by a 
handful of its members two years ago, 
and by the fact of that development 
the stalwarts who stick to absolute 
war-resistance—in the logical form of 
complete non-co-operation with the 
war-machinery of the State—have a 
new significance. Aicx Miller is be- 


hind the times. The radical trans- 
formation he demands is _ being 
accomplished. 


But, we fear, a natural transforma- 
tion of this kind does not satisfy Mr. 
Miller. He wants the kind of trans- 
formation which would make the 
PPU an organization with a single 
policy and single programme: more 
radical, more socialistic, and above all 
more explicit than the peace pledge. 
It seems to us that this demand is 
based on a mistaken notion both of 
what the PPU is and what it ought 
to be. It is not, and never will be, 
a happy band of warriors marching 
in step to a common tune and a com- 
mon definable goal. It is a confra- 
ternity of nen and women who were 
moved as individuals to renounce war. 
They did not know what that renun- 
ciation would involve; the majority of 
them discovered that it involved 
spiritual discomfort for which they 
were not prepared. They found them- 
selves alienated from society at war, 
and they made haste to join in the 
big procession and get into line and 
into step again. The remainder were 
more or less prepared to find things 
uncomfortable, mentally and mate- 
And they have. 


Some of them, it is true, would like 
a policy. Some of them—perhaps Mr. 
Miller is one—find it difficult from 
old habit to accommodate themselves 
to the idea that it may well be the 
true policy of the PPU to have none, 
and that its right function may be 
simply to be a body of people who 
trust one another to do the thing 
within their power which most pro- 
motes the growth of a society in 
which war is really impossible. 

Can that common ground be trans- 
lated into a policy at the level of 
politics? It is a debatable point; but 
to judge from a recent resolution of 
the National Council a majority of 
the PPU believes that a negotiated 
peace would clear the ground for 
creative pacifist action. True, a nego- 
tiated peace today would be an ad- 
mission of defeat in the political 
sphere; but Mr. Miller himself has 
said “unless we are prepared for de- 
feat, we are unworthy of victory.” In 
spite of his dictum, Mr. Miller fiinches 
from its consequences. He quotes 
with approval: 


The common pacifist demand for a ne- 
gotiated peace now is a gross simplification 
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civilization to which they point. 
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A Call tor 
Pathfinders 


HE march of events since.the world economic collapse of 1930 has 
been so rapid, and the economic, political, and social changes arising 
therefrom so revolutionary, that the mind of our time has so far 

completely failed to grasp their significance or the nature and form of the 


Thus it does not understand the course of action that is ealled for in 
order to preserve vital rights and powers, and to win through to the fuller 
life and the larger liberty which capitalist civilization had within its reach 


but so hopelessly failed to ensure. 

It is probably true that pacifists, as 
a whole, by reason of their isolation 
from the war effort and the need they 
have felt for exposing the underlying 
causes of war, are much more aware 
than others of the inner meaning of 
the present conflict, and of the in- 
ability of power politics to achieve 
what millions of people consciously, 
and untold millions sub-consciously, 
desire. 


Nevertheless, it has to be admitted 
that very few pacifists have been 
able to shake off old habits of mind 
and old conceptions of living, and to 
realize the changes which the modern 
sweep toward totalitarianism de- 
mands in the nature of their witness 
to the cause of peace, and of their 
contribution to the re-birth of the hu- 
man spirit and the evolution of a new 
order of human relations. 


THE NEXT CHAPTER 


Our age has not yet grasped, and 
by one means or other it must be 
made to grasp, that in the absence of 
a spiritual revolution, involving a 
fundamental change in social outlook 
within capitalism itself (of which 
there is not the slightest sign), the 
next stage in the political, economic, 
and social evolution of society will 
be some form of totalitarianism. 
Moreover, a_ totalitarianism which 
originates in economic crisis, or in a 
war occasioned by such a crisis, will 
be mechanistic and conscriptional in 
almost every direction. 


That is obvious, because the econo- 
mic breakdown from which the ag- 
gression of the last nine years, and 
also the present war, have sprung, 
and which the war will greatly in- 
tensify, will prevent the development 
and organization of any spiritually 
motivated reform movement capable 
of stemming the process of degenera- 
tion toward totalitarianism. 


both of the problems we have to meet and 
the pacifist answer to them. Let us face 
frunkly that there can be no lasting peace 
while the Nazis are in power in Germany; 
nor can there be a just peace expected from 
our Tory and Labour imperialists. 

The pacifist demand for a negotiated 
peace now is not a demand for a just 
peace. It is primarily a demand for 
a cessation of war at all costs, at any 
cost. Few pacifists, we imagine, are 
under the illusion that a just peace 
is to be had by any means whatsoever 
today. Peace-negotiation is not the 
way to a just peace, which is un- 
attainable; it represents simply the 
demand that this insensate war shall 
not be fought to the bitter and barren 
end. It is the recognition that any- 
ething is better than that: the recogni- 
tion that once the common energies 
of man are liberated from their blind 
slavery to the mechanism of war, they 
mav and will become creative again. 

“But the peace will not be lasting.” Rehind 
this criticism there is a confusion of thought: 
a confusion between the terms of the peace 
settlement and the condition of peace which 
a cessation of this war will usher in. That 
condition of peace will. we believe, he last- 
ing. It will be a condition from which the 
possibility of nationnlist wara will be ex- 
cluded. Conversely, it will be a condition of 
domestic ‘‘war’—a period of internal revolu- 
tion. That is the condition for which the 
wise pacifist is prenaring, in the hope that 
he may be able to show a better way—a way 


of internal revolution that is without war. 
and without violence. 


by 


ted by the dictatorship. The totali- 
tarian interpretation of industrial 
conscription was admirably expressed 
by Mr. Ernest Bevin, Minister of 
Labour, in a broadeast to the Cana- 
dian people on Feb. 16, o 
We do not need to conscript labour for 
industrial purposes in Britain. We find out 
what people can do, and then tell them 
where to go. They are all ready and will- 
ing to go. 

I credit Bevin with good intentions, 
but the road to Hell is paved with 
such. - 

_ The high degree of mechanization 
in modern warfare involves the total 


WILFRED WELLOCK 


In these conditions it becomes clear 
that the old technique of war resist- 
ance is played out, and that the real 
problem for pacifism today is to dis- 
cover the shortest and surest way to 
the establishment of a free and equal 
society, the best. method of supersed- 
ing the mechanistic civilization of to- 
talitarianism by the free,-creative life 
of a full-fledged democracy. 


No people would voluntarily give up 
its democratic freedom, even tem- 
porarily, unless driven to do so by 
economic despair, as Germany was in 
1933, or by the fear of military 
power, as Britain is today. But once 
the process of passing into a totali- 
tarian regime has reached an ad- 
vaneed stage, every sign of working- 
class unrest or revolt stimulates fear 
in the possessing classes and leads 
to a tightening up of the coercive 
machinery of the State. 


This means that once a_ nation 
moves toward totalitarianism, every 
tendency toward Communism will be 
used to strengthen the totalitarian 
machine. It also means that social 
change via constitutional political ac- 
tion, or mass movements of any kind 
will become increasingly difficult. 
That is to say, if the process of social 
decay within capitalist democracy is 
not arrested before the shades of to- 
talitarian night begin to fall, it can- 
not thereafter be arrested by the old 
methods. The way of salvation must 
be sought in other directions. 


NO NEGATIVE PATH 


In seeking that way, the first thing 
to realize is that it will not consist 
of negations, not even in a crusade 
against conscription. Conscription is 
of the essence of totalitarianism, be 
it of the Right or the Left. The con- 
ditions under which totalitarianism 
emerges, and the nature of the tasks 
it must undertake (one of which is 
to remove the obstacles to the distri- 
bution of abundance) call for the 
ruthless subordination of all private 
interests to those of the State. 

In the last resort, the totalitarian 
State will appropriate and control all 
a nation’s assets, no matter who owns 
them—its labour, its wealth, its 
rights. Thus a many-sided conscrip- 
tion will be the order of the day. The 
individual will become the servant of 
the State, an instrument in the ful- 
filment of its purpose. In due course, 
the State will declare itself an indis- 
soluble unity, whose will is interpre- 


ONTRIBUTIONS to the Fighting Fund 

during last week amounted to £35 3s. 8d., 
making the total £1,856 4s. 7d. That leaves 
us with a tough propasition to reach the 
£2,000 by the end of May. When confronted 
with a tough proposit'on, ovr readers gene- 
rally manage to surmount it. 

1 will add a personal plea. On June 1 
I am due for a fortnight’s holiday—the firat 
since I took over nearly a year ago. Just 
think how much more F shall enjoy it, if I 
know that the Fund stands at £2,000. 


The Editor 


organization of the State; the con- 
scription of its entire man-power, of 
its industrial plant, and finally of its 
wealth. Not only are men and women 
taken from one job to another, their 
jobs are taken from them: factories 
are closed down and thousands of re- 
tail shops put out of business. Forced 
loans and restricted spending still 
further limit the freedom of the 
individual. 

Thus, eventually it becomes almost 
impossible to contract out of the 
State’s total war organization. That 
is the outstanding difference be- 
tween the position today and in the 
Great War. COs with unconditional 
and conditional exemption find them- 
anke working together at the same 
jobs. 


Thus, for the very reason that con- 
scription is of the essence of totali- 
tarianism, it must be superseded 
rather than attacked, starved out by 
concentration upon a new spiritually 
creative impulse, a finer social vision. 

Pacifism must bé creative, Its real 
challenge to war must be in a social 
order in which war cannot survive. 
Having drawn the line at what he 
feels to be essentially war work, the 
pacifist must lay himself out to fulfil 
the mission of his faith, which is to 
establish a way of life and an order 
of human relations in which war 
cannot germinate. 


PACIFIST PIONEERS 


Pacifists must seek to guarantee 
peace in a new order of human rela- 
tions, in the creation of which they 
will act as pioneers. Their ' propa- 
ganda must of necessity be less by 
word than by deed. 


They must transform human rela- 
tions in the work-a-day world by pro- 
ducing things in the right way, in the 
right spirit, with due reverence for 
human personality and due respect 
for the economie implications of a 
spiritually welded society. 


To this gigantic task pacifism must 
now devote itself by every means 
within its power. Not only war but 
all other negations must be tran- 
scended by obedience to the wide de- 
mands of a great creative purpose. 


Some excellent beginnings have 
already been made. It may well be, 
therefore, that pacifism will light a 
sufficient number of beacons through- 
out the land to rekindle’ the 
still flickering embers of idealism in 
this decaying capitalist civilization, 
and start a movement (without a 
capital) which will quickly transform 
the nature and spirit of national and 
international life. 

It is not a violent revolution that 
is needed, nor even a new political 
party—which in any case is out of 
the question—but the dvnamic‘will of 
an awakened neople which has seen 
the vision of Heaven and the road to 
it which, as always, lies at our feet. 

The immediate call is for path- 
finders. 


2 


PEACE NEWS 


May 9, 1941 


A PACIFIST COMMENTARY . . . 


HE heroism displayed by our 

Army in Greece in its retreat, 

the bravery of the Navy in its 
work of evacuating the hard-pressed 
troops, cannot fail to appeal to our 
imagination and sympathy. In the 
general mind they serve to mitigate, 
or even to obliterate, the sense of 
the military disaster. But the disas- 
ter is there. We have been bundled 
swiftly out of the continent of 
Europe. 


Small nations have been taught 
that our eloquence over their saving 
of their souls does not mean any cor- 
responding capacity to help them save 
their bodies; and it would be less than 
human in them if they did not sug- 
gest that we might, more honourably, 
show ourselves a little readier to 
accept the consolation of saving our 
own soul, and risk our own body a 
little more. The Turks have begun 
to ask awkward but searching ques- 
tions about the vast army we retain 
at home, while we could spare only 
three divisions for Greece. 

Not only the Turks. The news- 
papers of May 6 contained a spate of 
leaders radically critical of the Bri- 
tish war-leadership: the Mail, the 
Herald, the News-Chronicle, the Man- 
chester Guardian. Everybody seems 
to be asking questions. And some 
of them have actually been put 
in the debate in the House of Com- 
mons, where the Prime Minister 
has taken the initiative by tabling a 
motion of confidence in himself. 


Blind Faith 


HE disabilities of capitalist democracy in 

total war, always alarming to the de- 
tached intelligence, are now beginning to 
alarm intelligences that are not detached. But 
the alarm is incoherent and ineffective. No- 
one dares to say in plain words that Mr. 
Churchill has been a failure. The legend of 
his supremacy as a war-leader hag to be re- 
spected; for the national morale depends on 
the national belief in him. And in this 
sense Mr. Churchill was right in putting for- 
ward hia enthusiastic reception in bombed 
areas as evidence that the national morale 
ig unimpaired. 

The great majority of the citizens of_our 
mass-democracy still believe in Mr. Churchill, 
not least because he is like them; he _ ia, 
as it were, the embodiment of their faith 
that Britain cannot be defeated. That blind 


Awkward Questions 
Democracy 
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EDITED BY “ OBSERVER ” 


:: The Paralysis of 


American Aid 


for Britain 


faith both of leader and the led may be an 
asset, when in the leader it is the irrational 
accompaniment of a realistic understanding 
of the needs of the situation. Of such an 
understanding, we have consistently main- 
tained, Mr. Churchill] has shown no sign. The 
hackneyed Inudation of him as an incompar- 
ably war-minded man is itself his condemng- 
tion. To be war-minded as Mr. Churchill ia 
war-minded is to see only the superficies of 
the situation wt home and abroad. 


Whose Fault? 


EITHER in the economic nor the pro- 
L paganda field have we the right leader- 
ship.”” Thus the New Statesman 
But whose fault is that? To imply that we 
have the right leadership in war ig moral 
cowardice, seeing that modern war consists 
largely in economies and propaganda. And 
the war-leadership itself, if it is to be isolated 
from the rest. looks rather bedraggled. To 
pretend that Mr. Churchill] is not to blame 
for the failure in the fundamentals of total 
war is absurd. 

If there were an opposition in Parliament, 
the National Government would have fallen 
by now as quickly as it did a year ago. The 
contortions of the critical press are pitiful. 
It attucks the conduct of the war, but it 
dare’ not attack Mr. Churchill. But Mr. 
Churchill was given full powers: he and no- 
one else is responsible for the use that has 
heen made of them. The failure of the New 
Statesman to come out into the open and 
directly challenge the Churchill legend is in- 
dicative of the paralysis of democracy. 


“In Any Case”? 


EMPHASIZE the embarrassment of the 
New Statesman because it is symptomatic. 

It panicked a year ago and grasped as eagerly 
us anyone at the belief that Churchill would 
“save the situation.” Ever since then, as 
sobriety of judgment gradually returned to 
it, it has been condemned to lip-worship of 
an idol whose feet it dare not declare to be 
clay. It is confined to giving hints. Some 
of these are truly portentous. For example, 
We shall have in any ease to face the 
fact that the loosening of the Nazi hold 
on Europe will be a long process. which 
must come from within Europe, and which 
we believe will occur in any case as the 
Nazis find themselves increasingly unpopu- 
lar in countries where they hoped that 
their quislings would do the job for them. 
If the loosening of the Nazi hold on 
Europe. will come “‘in any case’’—that. is, quite 
apart from the outcome of the military 
struggle—what is the military struggle for? 
The New Statesman must intend its readers 
to ask that question, for it goes on to en- 
visage the possibility of a situation, in the 


(May 3). 


near future, in which, by the loss of 
Suez, “economic resources would be brought 
within the New Order that would end any 
idea of an effective British blockade.” 


: ee 
American Opinion 
HE American press is, of course, a great 
deal more outspoken than our own. In- 
deed, it is surprising that it is allowed even 
to be quoted. Nevertheless, the Eastern Daily 
Press (May 3) does quote the Baltimore Sun 
as saying: ‘The time has come when the 
candid man must realize that without greater 
aid actually delivered Britain must fall.” 
This suggests that our shipping losses are 
greater than the British public has any idea 
of. A statement has gained currency in USA 
that 40 per cent. of American supplies are 
sunk before they reach Britain. [{ was dis- 
missed by the President ns an exaggeration. 
Was it a propaganda rumour to hasten 
American participation in the war? 


Structure of Empire 

| aay the whole-heartedly pro-British 

section of Turkish opinion is disqyieted. 
It openly criticizes the retention of a vast 
army in Britain and declares that half-a- 
million troops could and should have been 
landed in Greece. It asks why the British 
Navy permits the vital Aegean islands to be 
occupied. It says that al) that British help 
realy amounts to is to prolong the agony 
of small nations. And the Turks are looking 
with a natural anxiety to the new war in 
Trak. 

Behind our new embarrassment in Irak is 
the equal ambiguity of the situation in Iran, 
twice as important as Irak as a source of 
oil, where the situation is ominously differ- 


ent from what it was in 1919. Riza Shab 
is a tough dictator, who will consider his 
own interests, not ours. And a new Ger- 


man delegation is now in Iran. Behind that 
embarrassment. is the now equivocal situation 
in India. The recent. severe blows to our mih- 
tary prestige in the Near East have perilously 
weakened the whole structure of the British 
Empire. 


Bombing-Reprisals 

N one of its Gallup surveys the News- 

Chronicle, May 2, while reporting that in 
six months the proportion of those in favour 
of bombing-reprisals has risen by 7 per cent. 
ever the whole country, declares that an 
nnalysis of the figures shows that ‘‘people in 
heavily blitzed areas are noticeably less in 
favour of reprisal bombing than those in 
arens which have escaped the worst of the 
raids on this country.”” Thus, in inner Lon- 
don, while 45 per cent. approve of a_ policy 
of bombing the civilian population of Ger- 
many. 47 per cent. disapprove of it. These 


Johnny Got No Gun 


NE thing that the war is 

largely an_ illustration of is 

the practical impossibility 
of arming the rest of us for 
battle. It may be a fight for demo- 
eracy, but it isn’t a democratic fight. 
At any other time of strife, you had 
only to join one of the armies and 
you were pretty sure to be in the 
thick of it as soon as you'd Jearnt to 
swing a claymore or to stick a bayo- 
net through a sack. 

Now, in our up-to-date contre- 
temps, most men of military age are 
never likely to see a blow struck in 
anger, unless, of course, the Cana- 
dians happen to visit their local. They 
stand and wait. As one newly-joined 
put it to me recently, “get in the 
Army and at least you soon forget 
all about the bleedin’ war.” Found it 
peaceful, he did, like being back at 
school again. 

The reason is that armaments have 
become too complicated and expen- 
sive, Only the favoured few can 
hope to be given a Valkyr-ride behind 
the two thousand horses of a Spitfire. 
or to become brains to a tank; and 
only very wealthy and huge com- 
munities can afford to mobilize any of 
their citizens thus. Tough eggs of 
the Balkans get rolled out of the 
lightning war in no time. Even the 
powerful and war-like land of France 


goes down like cards the moment she 
is overtopped in weight of metal and 


number of abstract horses. 


Pugnacity is not enough. The day 
of the fighting races is over; for the 
war-rzame has come to be mononolized 
by the pale mechanics of the Panzer 
car, by trapezists of the stratosphere 
practising sadism out of nowhere. 


* * * 


We haven’t got used to the situa- 
tion yet, but already vou can see 
where it will lead us. We are going 
to breed a race of pacifists. The need 
among warring countries nowadays 
is for a civilian population who ean 


take it. You must sit through a blitz 
like rabbits in a field when a weasel 
enters, see him take his toll without 
panic or the gesture of resistance. 
When the heavens fall, don’t shake 
your fist, fall first. 

Blessed are the meek—-if they are 
also quick and it’s not a direct hit. 
Never mind who he got; if he didn’t 
get you, go to work next moming 
buoyed up by the painful courage of 
the passive and innocent. That is the 
quality this war calls on, far more 
than others did, and it is a very curi- 
ous one. 

We have called spirits from the 
vasty deep, and they come. This pas- 
sive resistance of the ordinary man, 
the patient endurance of impersonal 
events, is an experience which will be 
seen in its full importance as time 
goes on. However this and succeed- 
ing wars go, the populations over 
which they have fought will have been 
disciplined by the continual denuda- 
tion of their lives. Sometimes it is 
a little thing, books and newspapers, 
butter and oranges; sometimes it is 
nationality or party or church; some- 
times family and friends. 


Not all suffer all, but the point is 
that everywhere it is a process of 
loss balanced by no gain, except in 
the power to endure it. Rulers have 
been getting mighty tough lately, 
owing to Nazi success and the belief 
that the only way to beat it is to out- 
Naze. We don’t yet know how tough 
the under dogs are getting. 


* * * 


The inquiry can still be postponed. 
Almost everybody believes that this 
war is a pro tem business to be suc- 
ceeded, in a year or so. bv the im- 
mense relief of peace. We think there 
will dawn that glorious dav, like 
November 11, when the church bells 
nae and whoopee breaks out over the 
and. 


_ But that was another age. Then 
issues still had a personal look about 
them. You went to fight because your 
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brother George was killed and you 
were going to get your own back. 
When you'd got it, and the enemy was 
down and out, you naturally expected 
to walk back into the freedom of your 
private life again. Not this time. 
Peace now has to be carefully pre- 
pared for. 


The winning power stands con- 
fronted by populations who have had 
their punishment and can take it, 
people incredulous of propaganda 
who have lived for themselves alone 
and succeeded in living. Such a 
crowd might build New Jerusalem, or 
they might cut loose. The endurance 
they had for war may very easily 
break in three weeks of peace unless 
the peace is one that really chimes 
with their great need. 


® * * 

These people know what _ peace 
should mean. They have walked in 
darkness and dwelt in shelters and 
seen children slain. You won’t re- 
coffin them in slums, starve them on 
means test allowances no larger than 
a private’s pay, or put them to re- 
petition jobs fatally reminiscent of 
wartime production drives. 


They’ve | 


had all that lot under another name. | 


They'll put up with regulation 
afterwards only if it is of a traffic 
character guiding a very genuine 
freedom to use the world for growing 
up in. They won’t mind having the 
same allowance as the next man pro- 
viding he’s got plenty, but don’t let 
anyone call for sacrifices to pay for 
the late war. You can forbid them 
to pick flowers, but not to kick the 
fence down. They’ve been bound, 
they’ve been harried, and the strength 
that held them in unweaponed endur- 
ance must have its day of excess. 

Incidentally, the Government that 
knows how to pull up the blinds on 
that day is the one that’s won the 
war. 
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are the most striking figures; and they indi- 
ente that, if sufficient publicity could be 
given to it, there might be a substantial 
popular response to the proposals of the 
ishop of Chichester, Gilbert Murray, and 
Bernard Shaw. 


It may be remembered that quite early in 
the war Mr. Lloyd George advocated the seek- 
ing of an «agreement with the Germans 
through Geneva that bath sides should re 
frain from bombing great cities. Even 
{hough the proposal should come with an 
ill grace from us now, it ig never too late 
to struggle to introduce some element of 
humanity into the war. And, as I say, I 
believe there would be a great public re- 
sponse if Mr. Lloyd George were to revive 
his proposal. 


Women COs 


HOSE who are not condemned, as f am. 

to read a great many newspapers, have 
little idea of how much of the material pub- 
lished (though it looks like an individual 
“story”) is common to them all-—a ‘“‘hand- 
out,” as the Americans call it. ,One of’ these 
“hand-outs” which took my fancy during the 
weekend was a description of the registration 
on May 8 of girls born in 1919. It told me 
that “there was an air of enthusiasm” ai 
all the employment exchanges. 

I expected thal. What I did not expect 
in a “hand-out” was the information that 
“there were, however, one or two conscien- 
tious objectors. One said that she objected 
to joining up on ‘humanitariva grounds,’ but 
ndded, ‘If IT have to go, I shall take up 
nursing’.” Incidentally, a correspondent wio 
has been through the mill informs me that 
she insisted on being registered a8 a cor- 
seientious objector, and_after some delay 
was successful, 


Land of Sorrows 


G PAIN today is an unknown coun- 
“? try. The more precious 1s a brief 
and remarkably vivid description of 
it written by the veteran short-story 
writer Phillips Oppenheim. It is 
quoted in that faithful pro-Republi- 
can weekly sheet, Voice of Spain (85 
Avenue Chambers, 4 Vernon Place, 
W.C.1. Price 2d.). 


What is this scourge that has fallen upon 
the people? Toa me. it was. and hag re 
mained the greatest puzzle of my journey 
from the further limits of the Alpes Mari- 
The French peasants show no signs 


times. » 
of undue depression; the middle-classes 
seem to have recovered almost their old 
spirits. Even the evacuees--"nd there were 


crowds of them jn different FPote—had a 
laugh and 2 jest ready on demand, and in 
Portugal there was plenty of gaiety amongst 
all classes. The Spaniards alone gave the 
impression of a suffering race. 

Is it the lingering sorrows of the 
civil war, he asks, or the dread of 
some coming cataclysm? He tells a 
grim story of how, after being turned 
away, from 17 hotels on arriving at 
Madrid, he told his wife to put on 
her mink coat and the taxi-driver to 
drive to the Ritz, “It came off. We 
slept that night in luxury.” But the 
same profound depression. _ At last 
the “maitre Whotel” iJlumined him. 
“The people are afraid that they will 
be led or dragged into war. Spain 
has had enough war, we Want peace. 
We want peace passionately.” 


German Working Conditions 


AN interesting sidelight on what is 
*" too readily dismissed in this 
) 
country as the “slavery” of German 
working conditions comes from a New 
York paper whose Berlin correspon- 
dent was quoted in the Manchester 
Guardian’s London Correspondence 
on April 28. For some time before 
the war broke out, 
experiments were tried in many industries 
to find out. how the work could be done by 
women mast. efficiently and with the least 
strain. Girl students were sent into in- 
dustrial planta, usually during the vaca- 
tions, to perform tasks which it was thought 
might be carried out on a large scale hy 
women if necessary. Each evening they 
wrote reports about the day's lahours, ex- 
plaining, for instance, just what parts of 
their hodies were most exhausted and what 
had most disturbed their nerves in the 
course of the day. 


Engineers then devised alterations in the 
manner of performing specific tasks so that 
any unpleasant effects reported by the girls 
might be avoided. As a result the routine 
in many plants was changed, the division 
of lahour was modified, and machines were 
simplified or altered so that women might 
be seated while at work. According to this 
Berlin correspondent, similar tests have 
been carried out since the war began. 

It shows what we are up against 
not only in the matter of war-waging. 
but in the much more important mat- 
ter of working conditions. Though it 
is part of the creed of the orthodox 
British trade unionist that we can 
learn nothing from the German La- 
bour Front, we have, in fact, a very 
long way to go if we are ever to 
treat our workers in their professed 
peaceful purposes with anvthing like 
the consideration shown to the German 
worker in his (or her) supposedly sole 
purpose of aggression. 
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Women’s Section 


WOMEN AND 
CONSCRIPTION 


OME members of the PPU, par- 

ticularly men, have expressed the 
opinion that to ask for a “conscience | 
clause” is to admit the Government's 
right to conscript. Those who deny 
that right naturally refuse to regis- | 
ter, but those who feel differently will | 
be glad to know that in a letter from | 
the Ministry of Labour, dated April 
30, the Women’s Committee has been 
given this information: 


“It is not the intention of the | 
department to ask persons to per- 
form services against which they | 
have genuine conscientious objec- 
tion, and provision is made to afford 
any persons directed to work which 
conflicts with their conscientious 
scruples a right of appeal to an 
Appeal Board with an independent 
chairman.” 


So it appears that though we have 
not been granted the right to regis- 
ter as “objectors,” the pressure that 
has been brought has resulted in our 
being granted the right to appeal on 
grounds of conscience, 

* * * 


In view of the constant requests for 
information, I append below extracts 
from a memorandum drawn up by the 
Women’s Committee of the Welwyn | 
Garden City Group. Any groups who | 
would like a copy of this most help- | 
ful and comprehensive survey of the | 
whole position should send a stamped 
envelope with their request to Mrs. 
Greta James, 13 Barleycroft Green, 
Welwyn Garden City, Herts. 


MEMO ON CONSCRIPTION 
I.—What are we asked to do? 


(a) Go to a Labour Exchange and 
vive the clerk required information. 
(Full details are given in memo- | 
randum.) 


(b) Be summoned to an interview. 
{l.—To what do we object? 


Objection is possible on various 
grounds, and it is essential that every 
woman who feels some _ objection 
should be absolutely clear as to the, 
basis of it. Pacifism is not necessarily 
identical with resistance to all State 
compulsion. Further, there is a large 
body of women—e.g., many soldiers’ 
wives—-who have a strong objection 
but are not pacifists. 


(2) Objection to compulsory work 
of any kind in any place. 


(b) Objection to war work. 


(c) Objection on hardship grounds, 
domestic difficulties, etc. 


WI.To what extent have these objections 
been met? 


(Details are given under this heading of 
the opportunity afforded at interviews und 
Appeal Boards. It is pointed out that as yet 
no guarantee existy that any objection, even 
to direct war work, will continue to receive 
consideration. 


It is essential for women pncifists. in de 
ciding at what point they will take their | 
stand. to be clear on the matter of ‘‘wat 
work". Almost any work which one is likely 
to be compelled to da will be “war work” 
in some form, even if it is only work which 
releuses a man to go and fight or another 
woman to make munitions. 


IV.—What course can we follow? 

(a) Refusal to register. (Details of penal- 
lies, ete., are given under this heading.) | 

(b) Register but State objection. The 
Clerk may or may not accept and fix to the | 
form any statement which you may offer. | 
Those willing to register should, therefore, 
he prepared to express their objection by 
one of the following methods. 5 

(c) Register, postponing protest until inter- 
view. (Helpful advice and details are given 
ander this heading.) : 

(d) Refusal to attend the interview. This 
may follow (a) or (bh). Some statement of 
objection may be sent by letter. 
V.—What are the specia) problems arising 
from compulsion as applied ta women? 

(a) Class distinctions. (This problem is 
discusserl.) { 

(b) Unequal pay for equal work. (Details 
nre given.) " 

(ec) Adequate accommodation. 
tion given.) 

(d) Children. 


Vi.—How does the compulsory registration of | 


(Informa- 


(Important questions raised.) 


women fit into the question of conscription as 
a whole? 

Are we to. discuss this question only as 
women. or as human beings? The compul- | 
sory registration of women brings right un | 
against the fundamental issues of war and 
poverty even those who have so far accepted 
the situation without question. 

It is a challenge to pacifists, who now must 
see as never before how much there is to 
be done to preserve old ideals and to spread 
new ones. Are we prepared to keép out of the 
war ourselves. to keep our own hands as 


elenn as possible? Or are we prepared to 
find some real piece of constructive work 


which will be a positive contribution to a 
new order; some work of which we can say. 
“This, to my mind, is essential work. This 


will do.” 
SYBIL MORRISON 


PEACE NEWS | 


GILBERT MURRAY and 


GEORGE BERNARD SHAW 


on 


The Bombing of Cities 


N April 17 The Times published a letter in which the Bishop 
of Chichester suggested that the British Government should 
propose the cessation of night bombing if the German Govern- 
ment would give the same undertaking. On April 28 the same 
paper published a letter from Prof. Gilbert Murray and Mr. 


Bernard Shaw which we réprint 


First, may we make it clear that 
though we are about to propose an 
arrangement with the Axis, it is not 
in the nature of an armistice or a 
statement of war aims or anything 
else that could be interpreted as a 
symptom of weakening on the part of 
the Allies. 


Nor is it a new departure. As a 
precedent we cite the dealings be- 
tween our postal authorities and those 
of the enemy by which at last pri- 
soners of war on both sides are receiv- 
ing letters from home with certainty 
and regularity in three weeks after 
their date. This enormous improve- 
ment on the pre-existing state of 
things could not have been effected 
without negotiations which, if not pre- 
cisely cordial, were governed by a 
reciprocal disposition to listen to 
reason and make a bargain benefiting 
the belligerents equally. 


There are methods of warfare 
which not only cannot produce a de- 
cision but are positively beneficial to 
the side against which they are 
directed. The bombardment of cities 
from the air may be one of them. Its 
conditions are quite unprecedented. 
Both victory and defeat are im- 
possible, because the vanquished can- 


MACHINE 


By JOHN BARCLAY 
GQ LOWLY but surely the human race 


is being pressed into the service 
of the machine, and in the process 
the sensitive human qualities of 
mercy, pity, and love are being de- 
stroyed. There is no escape through 
the violent reaction of reprisals. All 
those who use the machinery of force 
will be crushed and with them the 
spiritual values we are struggling to 
maintain. Life is so intense these 
days that it is only when an oppor- 
tunity comes for relaxation that it 
is possible to take stock of the 
position. 

Such an opportunity came my way 
last week when I had the first of 
my summer holidays. For six days 
I lived with my family in the peace 
of the Surrey woods, nine miles from 
the nearest town. The beauty and 
freedom of the Surrey hills was a 
complete contrast to so many Lon- 
don streets. We found that our eyes 
had been bruised by ugliness and had 
lost their power of perception. With 
the return of normal healthy living 
and plenty of exercise, the wells of 
the spirit were soon overflowing, and 
with it came a longing to overcome 
the difficulties. It is not possible to 
be humane in a modern war and win 
a military victory. The task of the 
pacifist group would seem to be that 


| of preserving within itself the vitality 


and vision necessary to ensure a vic- 
tory of the spirit. At the same time 
there is a desperate need to stimulate 
those who lose heart. The very quali- 
ties we are seeking to safeguard ean 
and must be poured out unceasingly 
in an ever-increasing stream. 

With the new danger to the body 
that comes from bigger bombs, must 
come a new willingness to take risks 
in making friendships. The group 
which is most conscious of its isola- 
tion is least able to take part.in the 
task of peace-making. Every indi- 
vidual member can contribute to the 
group; no-one need be a sleeping 
mefnber; all should be used. The 
military machine demands the abso- 
lute surrender of both body and soul. 
The only power that can successfully 
operate against this is the spirit of 
man flowing freely through the minds 
and bodies of individuals. When the 
corporate body can transmute this 


in full below. 


not surrender, and the victor must 
run for home at 300 miles an hour, 
pursued by fighters at 400 miles an 
hour. 

The recent bombardments of Ber- 
lin and London, though quite success- 
ful as such, have not produced any 
military result beyond infuriating the 
unfortunate inhabitants. Some _ of 
them have been killed. If raids could 
be maintained nightly and each raid 
killed 1,000 persons, half of them 
women, it would take over a century 
to exterminate us and a century and 
a half to exterminate the Germans. 
Meanwhile, as both sides are depend- 
ing for victory on famine by blockade, 
the reduction in the number of civi- 
lian mouths to be fed would be a relief 


to us. 
* * * 


As to one specific course which the 
War Cabinet has been provoked into 
taking: to wit, the threat to demolish 
Rome if Athens or Cairo be attacked 
from the air, it forces us to ask whe- 
ther Rome does not belong to the cul- 
ture of the whole world far more than 
to the little Italian-speaking group of 
Benitos and Beppos who at present 
are its local custodians. By destroy- 
ing it we should be spiting the noses 


v. SPIRIT 


spirit with added power and intelli- 
gence, then the defeat of fascism is 
certain. The individua] must be pre- 
pared to challenge the whole might 
of the machine before he can be a 
successful member of a group. Our 
pledge is based on the individual re- 
nunciation of war, and that is our 
strength. 


GROUP ACTIVITIES 


Sheffield.—Donald Rodger, who has for years 
been the secretary of the Sheffield Group, 
wns recently married and has left the dis- 
trict. The gap has been filled by the joint 
secretaries, Ethel Russell and Jim Le Noury. 
The Sheffield Pacifist is still being distributed 
monthly, and the May issue has just reached 
me. Many people will have heard of the 
work undertaken by a group of pacifists in 
Sheffield experimenting with the disease of 
scabies. Press notice was given last week 
in the News Chronicle and favourable com- 
ments were made. The Dick Sheppard Centre 
is still at 30a Change Alley and is open on 
Mondays. Wednesdays, and Fridays from 6 
until & Tuesdays rnd Thursdays from 5.15 
to 8.15, Saturday afternoon from 2.15 to 5.30. 
The Non-Violence Group has been in touch 
with the Ambleside PPU Group regarding 
a manifesto issued by them. The organiz:- 
tion of a one-day school iy already receiving 
eonsideration, and the region is going ahead 
with a weekend school. * 


Cornish = Region.—The Cornish Regional 
Council met on April 26 and received reports 
from Mr. E. C. Maddax, the area represen- 
tative on the National Council. It was de- 
cided to circulate a Monthly Bulletin to mem- 
bers in the region. It should be noted that 
the Cornish Region ig distinct from the 
Devon Region, the two combining ta farm 
the area. The regional secretary is A. J. K. 
Radford. 7 Albany Road, Redruth, and it is 
requested that all applications for speakers 
eh meetings in the region should be sent to 
im. 


LONDON 


Open Air Speakers’ Conference.—A confer- 
ence of oven-air speakers wis held on April 
30 at & Endsleigh Gardens to provide an op- 
portunity for the recently appointed London 
Area Committee for Meetings to meet pos- 
sible sneakers and to discuss a camnaign of 
meetines Sybil Morrison wns in the chair. 
Roy Walker snoke on a memorandum vrepared 
by him at the reqnest of Donald Port and 
previously considered by the committee. The 
nuints he made were submitied one by one 
for genera! discussion. All the sneakers tak- 
ing part in the eamvaign wonld be first an- 
vraved by the committee: Joeal groups would 
he expected to make all necessary arraunge- 
ments for the meetings, and at least six 
members should be available to sunpert and 
sell Peace News and other literature. 

Among other matters the meeting discussed 
the purpose of the cammnign, and it was 
generally agreed that it waa necessary to 
relate the material of the meetings to cur- 
rent problems. A further point was that 


to vex the faces of every educated 
person in the British Commonwealth 
and in America, to say nothing of the 
European mainland. We may smash 
it for the Italians; but who is to give 
it back to us? In Rome no-one is 
a stranrer and a foreigner: we all 
fee] when we first go there that we 
are re-visiting the scene of a former 
existence. 

As to the effect of the threat, 
surely the way to save Athens and 
Cairo is not to defy Herr Hitler to 
bombard them and thus make it a 
point of honour for him to reply by 
a shower of bombs on them. He, far 
from the seven hills, may even echo 
the late Lord Clanricarde’s reply to 
his Trish tenants, “If you think you 
can intimidate me by shooting my 
agent you are very much mistaken.’ 

That we should in the same breath 
indignantly deny that our last raid 
on Berlin was a reprisal; and announce 
a major reprisal which must have 
staggered the historical conscience of 
the world, shows that our heads are 
not as clear as they might be on this 
subject. 

The more we endeavour to think it 
out, the more we find ourselves driven 
to the conclusion that whatever may 
be said from the military point of 
view for our treatment of Bremen. 
Wamburg, and Kiel, there is nothing 
to be said for the demolition of metro- 
politan cities as such, and that the 
Bishop of Chichester’s plea for a re- 
consideration of that policy is entirely 
justified. ' 


GROUP) NOTES 


r[HE basis of the Peace Pledge 
~~ Union is the following pledge 
which is signed by each member: 
I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 

The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained, is: 
PPU HEADQUARTERS, 


Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh S1., W.C.1. 


speakers should carry with them verbatim 
notes of any quotations used in case they 
were challenged. It was suggerted that some 
kind of anthology of such figures and quota- 
tions might be kept by the committee and 
be made available for speakers. Subjecta sug- 
gested were: Reprisals, blockade, peace aime, 
and racial problems. It was further sug- 
vested that H. G. Wells's “Rights of Man" 
and the Indian situation would make useful 
subjects. Regulur mectings are already be- 
ing held on Tower Hill with conspicuoug suc- 
cess, and the establishment of*further regolar 
pitches was held up only by s shortage of 
speukers. 


Northampton.__There was «a very full 
house at the Sunday breakfast meeting on 
May 4 to hear Middleton Murry. Some of the 
180 present came from as far afield ax Rugby. 
Coventry,:.and Peterborough. Middletom Murry 
spoke on the European situation in the light 
of history and said that the probabilities were 
that an external ‘‘peace’ would be imposed 
upon Europe. Such a peace would be far 
from that which the pacifist werked for; but. 
it would mean the end of the possibility of 
escaping from the impasse of an_ industrial 
civilization by means of war. That would 
mean a vast liberation of the creative poten- 
tialities of mankind. In the painful period of 
transition while that was being accomplished 
nacifists would find their real work. For that 
work they must be preparing now—by creat- 
ing new and more human or more Christian 
forms of social relation: primarily within 
their own movement. 


In the afternoon Middleton Murry addressed 
n Peace News conferenee, at which many 
helpful suggestions were made. There was a 
unanimous expression of appreciation of the 
paper as it wag at present conducted. A col- 
lection «at. the two meetings, eombined with 
the group profits on the sale of Peace News, 
added £8 18s. to the Fighting Fund. 

Clitheroe.._Speaking to a group on April 
23, on “The German Mind,” Evelyn Ix. Ver- 
non, who has spent some years in Germany. 
urged that German aims, intentions, hopes. 
and fears and their repercussions on the world 
must be seen both from the German and the 
non-German angle, otherwise half-truths are 
mistaken for whole truths. The differcnce 
hetween the German and the British gveo- 
graphical positiony had hitherto suggested to 
the one the ideal of unity, strength, und free- 
dom from aggression; to the other the free 
development of the individual. Most Germans 
and most Nazis would he happy and com 
tented in « Germany sure of her daily needs 
and playing an honoured part in the world. 

Blackheath and = Chariton.—On Sunday 
(May 11), 3 p.m. sharp, John Cowling (cir- 
culation manager) is going to tell the in- 
side story of how this paper ia ran, and ako 
give an opportunity of discussing ita genmcral 
policy. At the group AGM on April 16, the 
following were elected: Chairman, Jack 
Stevens; trensurer, Charles Chapman; secre- 
taries, A. and W. Eden-Green; Peace News 
secretary, Derek Edwards; members ‘of com- 
mittee, Mr. Fear, Mr. Ronke, Beryl Chapman. 
Tt was reported that membership totalled 212, 
but active membership only about 45 
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——Circulation Notes—__— 


MORE HELPERS 
NEEDED 


I AM beginning to hear of the ex- 

perience of some of those who are 
making use of the leaflet we issued 
as part of our campaign for 20,000 
readers. 


In one London district a canvasser 
distributed 100 leaflets at houses in 
one road. On calling at the houses 
tater, in nine cases she was asked for 
specimen copies and the inquirers in- 
dicated willingness to buy a copy of 
the next week’s issue. Only one indi- 
vidual was abusive, the remainder 
giving a “polite refusal.” This is a 
much better response than I should 
have expected, and shows that this 
form of activity may be fruitful in 
many Cases. 


From Newcastle our distributor 
writes: “I may say that the door-to- 
door business is going fairly well and 
the experience alone has been an edu- 
cation and made the task worth 
while.” 


ALTERNATIVE METHOD 


It would, of course, be easy to cover 
a wider area if the “follow-up” call 
is omitted; in this event the leaflet 
should be stamped with the local dis- 
tributor’s address. Possibly results 
from this method would not be quite 
so good. But each group must decide 
for itself in the light of local condi- 
tions and the number of volunteers 
available. 


The vital thing is that whatever can 
be done should be done, if we are to 
reach that 20,000 by the end of the 
month. 

To publish last week’s printing 
order would raise false hopes that this 
object had been achieved—for it was 
inflated by some special orders from 
groups, notably in connexion with the 
Birmingham by-election. Last week’s 
figures must therefore remain an 
official secret. Suffice it to say that 
we badly need the help of any groups 
which have not yet undertaken any 
activity as part of the campaign. 


* * » 


At Barking last week, and at Cam- 
bridge and Edgware during the week- 
end, I had opportunities of meeting 
some of the gallant band of street- 
sellers. Results vary considerably, 
but all felt it to be a valuable method 

_ of letting the public know that Peace 
News still exists, quite apart from the 
number sold. 


Sometimes, however, the number 
itself is quite impressive. Two Cam- 
bridge sellers, for example, sold 55 
copies on Saturday—though it must 
be recorded that they were subjected 
once to hostile interference. 
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Industrial Conscription 


‘MASS MEETING 


| Adult School Hall, 
64, Park Lane Croydon. 


Sunday Ith May 1941 


at 6.30 p.m. 


ADMISSIUN FREE _ 


(Near East Croydon Station). | 


PEACE NEWS | 


by 


Negotiation 


A PEACE - BY - NEGOTIATION 
ss Conference, attended by 239 
delegates and visitors, was held in 
Central Halls, Bath Street, Glasgow, 
on April 27. The organizations re- 


sponsible for it included the ILP, 
PPU, UDC, Women’s’ Stop-War 
Movement, Women’s International 


League, and several socialist study 
groups. 

The chairman, Councillor A. Porter, 
of Glasgow, described the response 
to the conference as a reflection of 
the growing desire among the public 
that the war should be stopped, and 
he read a letter from a member of 
the crew of one of His Majesty’s ships 
claiming that over 80 per cent. of the 
men on the ship wereewhole-heartedly 
behind this effort. 


Sir Hugh S. Roberton, of the 
Orpheus Choir, moved the following 
resolution: 

This conference, realizing the danger to 
civilization of another dictated peace, calls 
upon the British Government to state its 
Peace aims and to set forth the terms upon 
which it is prepared to negotiate an, immedi- 
ate peace. 

Sir Hugh said he had seen many 
wars in his lifetime and, whatever 
might be said abaut them, it was true 
of all of them that they were never 
fought for the purpose for which they 
were said to be fought. In every one 
the people were deceived. That was 
a matter of history, and when ail the 
truth was known about this war they 
would find that. the people had once 
more been deceived. 


In all these wars the Governments 


harnessed the minds of their peoples | 


to war by presenting them with a 
god to worship in terms of endear- 
ment and adoration and a devil on 
which they could heap bitter hatred. 
Lloyd George and Churchill, the 
Kaiser and Hitler, were presented in 
their own countries as gods and por- 


' trayed as devils in the enemy coun- 


tries. But the peoples changed their 
gods very quickly, and he shad no 
doubt that Mr. Churchill, like his pre- 
decessor, Mr. Chamberlain, would 
“walk the plank, and that very soon.” 

The resolution was seconded from 
the floor and unanimously accepted. 


STOP-THE-WAR CAMPAIGN 


Mr. Jack Gibson, the secretary, then 
moved the second part of the resolu- 
ttion, which asked the conference to 


empower the committee to conduct a | 


campaign in Scotland to mobilize 
opinion in favour of peace by negotia- 
tion. Delegates from all organiza- 
tions gave their support to the re- 
solution, and the,committee was em- 
powered to add to its numbers. The 
conference concluded with an address 
from Mr. John McGovern, M.P. 


Mr. McGovern. said he heard the 
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question being asked, “What is the 
war for?” ‘Iam one of those,” said 
Mr. McGovern, “who believe not only 
that the war should be stopped, but 
that it should never have been 
started. Not merely in my opinion, 
but in that of the highest military 
experts, it is impossible for Britain 
to achieve a military victory.” 

He urged the conference not to be 
concerned with details of how the war 
should be stopped but boldly urge the 
slogan “Stop the War.” “We will,” 
he said, “be met with the old argu- 
ment that there is no basis for nego- 
tiation. But if the call to stop the 
war were strong enough, the ruling 
classes would find a way to stop it.” 


LETTERS to 
UNFAIR COMMITMENT 


To the Editor of Peace News. 


I have just seen the note in Peace 
News of April 11 on the ATC under- 
taking. Since my original letter on 
the subject, I have realized that my 
suggestion that there is an undertak- 
ing to give RAF service applies only 
if war conditions still exist when boys 
attain call-up age. I therefore gladly 
withdraw the words “presumably war 
or no war,” and regret the error which, 
however, in view of the confusion at 
the moment, is perhaps understand- 
able. ‘ 


The root of my objection still Te- 
mains, in spite of the reply of the 


er 
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~ NEWS OF 6.0.3 


HE News Chronicle stated on Monday 

that “it is not thought that there will 
be many conscientious objectors among the 
young women who so far have registered for 
national service. . . . Those declining work 
on munitions have the option of joining the 
auxiliary or nursing services.” On Tuesday 
the Daily Express featured Daphne Kiek, of 
PPU Headquarters, as ‘‘the first girl 
conchie™ ! 


* + * 


Arthur George Frost, of St. Audrey’s Rd, 
Barking, was at East Ham, on May 1, ordered 
to be taken into custody to be medically ex- 
amined. If he again refuses to submit to 
the examination, he will be liable (as re 
ported in Peace News last week) to be fined 
£50 by the court and sent to prison for 12 
months. 

* * * 


A branch of the Association of Pacifist 
Land Workers has been formed to serve the 
Romford area. Membership is open to all 
COs engaged in agriculture. The secretary 
(Colin Green, 36 Meadow Way, Upminster, 
Essex) will be pleased to hear from any CO 
interested. 


the EDITOR 


Director of Training. That gentleman 
in his letter now expressly states that 
the undertaking carries an “obligation 
to wartime service... .’ What we— 
a great number of people — protest 
against is that this commits a mere 
child, to military service before he is 
capable of forming a judgment as to 
whether he is right in accepting such 
service or will avail himself of the 
provisions in the Service Acts for 
conscientious objectors. It is unfair 
on children to sign them on.at so 
young an age, and unfair on parents 
to ask them so to pledge their child- 
ren in advance. 


(Canon) G. B. CODE 
The Abbey, Carlisle. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


2d per word, minimum 2s. 6d. | 
Box Number 6d. extra. 


N.B. Latest time for copy is now 
MONDAY 


PLEASE REMEMBER THAT POSTS 
ARE LIABLE TO DELAY 


ACCOMMODATION 


C.G. (29) desires lodgings in the Wolver- 
hampton district, preferably pacifist house- 
hold. Write H. Jackson, 88 Wyley Rd., Cov- 
entry, stating terms, etc. 

LAKE DISTRICT. Couple (child of school 
age not objected to) to share country cottage 
amidst mountains and, lakes; safe area. Write 
Jackson, Oakbank, Elterwater. 

WANTED to rent, two or three rooms or 
small house (furnished or unfurnished) in 
quiet district within 30 miles, North or North- 
west London, suitable for couple with child 
and baby. Box 754, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


EDUCATIONAL 


COMMUNITY School, Alderwood, Green- 
ham Common, Newbury. Purpose: That 
children and grown-ups may share the creative 
experience of living; vegetarian; low fees ; 
safe area. Phone, Headley 209. 

LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
humun brotherhoud, harnessing artistic, im- 
aginative, intuitive, and individual gifts, cor- 
respondence lessons 6s. each. Dorothy Mat- 
thews, B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Road, London. 


.W.3. 
NOUNG COUPLE give friendly home, pro- 
gressive education ,children (7-12); ‘‘prob- ; 
children welcomed; £5 monthty inclu- 
sive. Young, B.A., Hollyside, Brockweir, 
near Chepstow. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 
COMMUNITY Photographic ‘Service. 


Skilled developing, printing. enlarging; stand- 
ard rates; postage allowed. Myddle Park 
Settlement, Myddle, Shrewsbury. 
EXPERIENCED Market Gardener, inside 
and outside, desires change; well educated, | 
capable taking charge; community considered. 
Box 760, Peace News, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


t 


MEETINGS &c. 


ILFORD Group. New meeting place, 53 
Mansfield Rd.; meetings held every Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. 

SOUTHEND Group now reorganized. Please 


write secretary, 46 Clatterfield Gardens, 
Westcliff-on-Sea. 
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 50 Gloucester 


Place, W.1 (near.Baker Street). Public Lec- 
ture, Sunday,.May 11, at 7 p.m.; “Planning 
for Peace’: Rev. R. Sorensen, M.P. Free to 
all; discussion. } 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


COOK wanted, permanent: full kitchen 
help; up to 40 people; West Yorkshire, safe 
country, buses to town. Box 1759, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

FITTER required for chemical plant. Please 
state experience, age, and salary required to 
Scott Bader and Co., Ltd., Wollaston, 
Northants. 

SHORTHAND-TYPIST Secretary, male or 
female, for London solicitor’s office. Write 
Box 764, Peace News, 3. Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

WANTED, handymen for building mainten- 
ance, or would train auitable applicants; Mid- 
lands. Box 763, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd.. N.4. 


SITUATIONS VACANT (Contd.) 

WOMAN HELPER wanted for Government 
hostel for evacuated children in West Coun- 
try: board residence plus 10s. weekly. Turner 
3 Telford Walk, Bristol 5. 


| SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


DOMESTIC SCIENCE Teacher, 29, some 


nursing experience, seeks post as housekeeper 


to pacifist community, or as teacher or ma- 
tron in pacifist school. Box 762, Peace News. 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

ELECTRICIAN Wireman seeks employ- 
ment; knowledge all installations and main- 
tenance; drive car or combination. Dean. 
Post Office, Crawley Down, Sussex. 

UNEMPLOYED C.0O., 19, desperately needs 
situation relief or social work; east, south- 
east Kent. Box 761, Peace News, 8 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

YOUNG MARRIED C.O. (complete exemp- 
tion) desires work; one year's general farm 
experience; able to drive: cottage or rooms. 
Write Box 765, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS: Food Reform: Veg- 
etarian Guest House; alt. 600ft; for happy 
holiday or restful recuperation: central 
heating, h. and ¢. water in bedrooms. A. and 
K. S. Ludlow, The Hriars, Crich, Matlock. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


CARRIER Cycles for tradesmen; carriage 
paid. all complete, thus ready to use, £7 13a. 
Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Re 
ligious Society of Friends. free on application 
to the Friends’ Home Service Committee. 


| Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


PEACE NEWS 


Editorial, Publishing & Advertisement 
Office: (Please specify department.) 


8 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 2262-3 


Subscription Rates: 
Home: Quarterly, 3s 3d Yearly 12s 6d 
Abroad: Quarterly, 2s 9d Yearly 10 6d 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
less does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised.) Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. They 
may not be returned unless a stamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed, nor can we 
undertake to acknowledge all correspondence 
owing to increased cost of postage. 


Latest time for 
Displayed Advertisements 
FIRST POST Monday 


Published from 8 Blackstock Rd@., London, 
N.4, by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by 


| Clifford Printing Co., London. N.18. 
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